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1. EOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE ON SUBJECT QUESTION PROVIDED 
DEPT SPOKESMAN OCTOBER 1: 

QUOTE 

QUESTION: IS IT TRUE EOOD AID TO BANGLADESH HAS BEEN HELD 
UP BECAUSE THEY WERE EXPORTING GUNNY SACKS TO CUBA? 
ANSWER: WE BECAME AWARE LAST JUNE THAT THE STATE- 
CONTROLLED BANGLADESH JUTE EXPORT CORPORATION HAD CON- 
TRACTED TO SUPPLY A QUANTITY OF JUTE BAGS TO CUBA. SINCE 
PL-480, THE LEGISLATION GOVERNING CONCESSIONAL FOOD AID, 
PROHIBITS SUCH ASSISTANCE TO NATIONS WHICH TRADE WITH CUBA, 
THERE WAS SOME DELAY IN REACHING A PL-480 AGREEMENT WITH 
BANGLADESH FOR FY-75. 

I UNDERSTAND THAT THE DIFEICULTY HAS NOW BEEN RESOLVED. 
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WITHIN THE NEXT FEW DAYS WE EXPECT TO SIGN A NEW AGREE- 
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MENT FOR INITIAL DELIVERY OF 150,000 TONS OF FOODGRAINS 
FOR THIS FISCAL YEAR. 

QUESTION: DOES THIS MEAN THAT BANGLADESH HAS CEASED 
EXPORTING JUTE BAGS TO CUBA? 

ANSWER: ONLY ONE SHIPMENT OF JUTE BAGS WAS INVOLVED AND 
THAT TRANSACTION IS NOW COMPLETED. 

QUESTION: WHY WAS NOT A SIMILAR PROHIBITION ENFORCED 
AGAINST EGYPT? 

ANSWER: THE RELEVANT LEGISLATION PERMITS A PRESIDENTIAL 
WAIVER OF THIS PROHIBITION WHEN THE NATIONAL INTEREST OF 
THE UNITED STATES IS INVOLVED. SUCH A WAIVER IS POSSIBLE, 
HOWEVER, ONLY WHEN THE GOODS SOLD ARE MEDICINE, FOOD, OR 
RAW AGRICULTURAL MATERIALS. BANGLADESH WAS SELLING JUTE 
BAGS, WHICH ARE A MANUFACTURED PRODUCT, AND THE LEGISLA- 
TION PRECLUDED A WAIVER. EGYPT'S TRADE WITH CUBA INVOLVED 
CATEGORIES WHICH PERMIT A PRESIDENTIAL WAIVER, WHICH WAS 
GRANTED THIS SUMMER BASED UPON A DETERMINATION BY THE 
PRESIDENT THAT THE FURNISHING OF THE COMMODITIES WAS IN 
THE NATIONAL INTEREST. 

QUESTION: WHAT IS THE EGYPTIAN TRADE WITH CUBA? 

ANSWER: I DO NOT HAVE ALL THE DETAILS. I UNDERSTAND 
THAT EGYPTIAN TRADE WITH CUBA HAS BEEN RUNNING AT 
APPROXIMATELY $5 MILLION ANNUALLY, MUCH OF WHICH IS IN 
RICE, SOME FRUIT AND VEGETABLES. 

QUESTION: HAS THERE BEEN A DELAY IN GETTING EMERGENCY 
FOOD TO BANGLADESH BECAUSE OF THIS PROHIBITION? 

ANSWER: THE PRIMARY CAUSE FOR ANY DELAY HAS BEEN OUR OWN 
DIFFICULTY IN DETERMINING HOW MUCH FOOD CAN BE ALLOCATED 
THIS YEAR TO THE PL-480 PROGRAM, BECAUSE OF OUR OWN 
SUPPLY AND FINANCIAL PROBLEMS. 

QUESTION: WAS THERE ADDITIONAL DELAY BECAUSE OF THIS 
PROHIBITION? 

ANSWER: I UNDERSTAND THERE WAS A DELAY OF PERHAPS 2 TO 3 
WEEKS BUT I WOULD NOT CALL THAT SIGNIFICANT. WE EXPECT 
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TO HAVE AT LEAST 150,000 TONS OF FOODGRAINS TO BANGLADESH 
AT THE TIME OF THEIR ESTIMATED GREATEST NEED, BEFORE THE 
DECEMBER HARVEST. UNQUOTE. 

2. WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S VIEWS AS TO HOW THIS 
SUBJECT SHOULD BE TREATED, IF AT ALL, BY VOA. INGERSOLL 
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